
Secondary 

Orientation

Gifted/Talented Program



Agenda

ÅWelcome

Å Program Options

Å Secondary GT Program

Å 4X4 

ÅUniform GPA



Professional Advancement through 

Career Education (PACE)

Å Business Education Independent Study

ÅMentorship Program

ÅñI think the most important thing I have gained 

from my PACE internship is the ability to better 

work with people.ò  THS graduate

Å For more information about PACEð

ÂContact Teresa Elliott at Miller Career Center

Å teresaelliott@katyisd.org

ÂOr contact your childôs high school counselor



Destination Imagination

ÅWorld-wide creative problem solving competition.

Å Participants work on teams to create a solution to 

a ñchallenge.ò

Å Solutions are presented in creative performances 

at the Regional Tournament.

Â February 28, 2009 at Cy Springs High School in Cy Fair

Åwww.destinationimagination.org

ÅContact campus facilitator for more information.

http://www.destinationimagination.org/


Secondary G/T Specific 

Subject Matter Aptitude Program

ÅContent Specific

Â Language Arts

ÂMathematics

ÂScience

ÂSocial Studies

Å Aligned with Advanced Placement Courses in 

these content areas



ADVANCED PLACEMENT

ÅCOLLEGE LEVEL CHALLENGE

ÅCONTENT IMMERSION

Å ANALYSIS AND SYNTHESIS

Å ACCELERATED LEARNING

Å SOPHISTICATED CONCEPTS



The Advanced Placement Courses

ÅAre developed by a committee of college 

faculty and AP teachers                            

ÅReflect courses taught in colleges and 

universities throughout the country

ÅProvide an external assessment that may 

qualify students for college credit

ÅAre available online at 

www.collegeboard.com

http://www.collegeboard.com/


AP Course Audit

Å For the school year 2007-2008 and beyond, 

teachers of Advanced Placement courses are 

required to submit their syllabi to College Board 

for authorization to teach the AP Course.



PRE-ADVANCED PLACEMENT

ÅALIGNED WITH ADVANCED 

PLACEMENT COURSES

ÅACADEMICALLY ADVANCED

ÅANALYSIS AND SYNTHESIS

ÅACCELERATED LEARNING

ÅDESIGNED TO INCREASE STUDENT 

CAPACITY TO UNDERSTAND 

RIGOROUS CONTENT



Other Opportunities

Å ElectivesðIndependent Study (7th and 8th grade)

ÅDuke TIPð7th grade Talent Identification 

Program

Å Academic Decathlon

ÂPentathlon

ÂOctathlon

Å TAGT Summer Scholarship Seminar, January 

2009. Details to be announced.



Facilitators

Å Junior High

Â BJHðSherry Luce

Â BDJHðSherry Luce

Â CJHðLesli Edge

Â CRJHðChristie Gries

Â KJHðBarb Marten

Â MCJHðLiz Steinger

Â MDJHðRoxane Roach

Â MMJHðLesli Edge

Â MPJHðJudy Sederholm

Â MRJHðSarah Clark

Â WCJHðNicole Owens

Â WMJHðDonna McCarthy

Å High School

Â CRHSðSusan Shank

Â KHSðLeigh Bruno

Â MCHSðDr. Linda Runyon

Â MRHSðRose Trevino

Â SLHSðDiedre Cook

Â THSðNancy Gallmore



When the campus facilitator may contact 

youé

ÅConcerns about student performance

ÅNeed to initiate a furlough from GT

ÅNeed to exit student from the GT program



When to contact the campus facilitatoré

ÅQuestions about Gifted/Talented Screening

ÅRequests for additional screening are due by 

January 16, 2009

ÅConcerns about student performance

Å Interest in furloughing out of GT temporarily

Å Interest in exiting from the GT program

ÅQuestions about program options



Graduating Senior (and Parent) Survey



Student Respondentsô Profile

Å Every High School with a graduating class is 

represented.

Å 82% have been in KISD for 7+ years.

Å 71% were enrolled in 5 or more AP classes.

Å 60% took 5 or more AP exams.

Å 63% participated in the elementary GT program.



Survey Results--students
Å 91%--AP courses are a positive learning experience.

Å 81%--AP courses were presented at an appropriate 
intellectual level.

Å 78%--AP teachers demonstrated a deep understanding 
of their content.

Å 85%--Acquired an understanding of the concepts of the 
course.

Å 74%--AP courses address needs and interests.

Å 84%--AP class environment was comfortable.

Å 86%--Felt accepted by classmates.



Survey Results--parents

Å 92%--AP courses are a positive learning experience.

Å 92%--AP courses were presented at an appropriate 

intellectual level.

Å 81%--Acquired an understanding of the concepts of the 

course.

Å 84%--AP courses address needs and interests.

Å 90%--AP class environment was comfortable.



Survey Results--Benefits

Å Students

Â Weighted Grade Points

Â College Credit

Â Preparation for College

Â AP tests were 

easyébecause of the 

high quality of é AP 

classes.

Å Parents

Â Well prepared for college rigor

Â College Credit

Â Exposure to challenging content 

and amazing teachers

Â Development of thinking skills



Framework for the Future

The KISD High School Concept Committee  invites you 

to join a conversation about high schools for the 21st 

century learner.

Plan to attend any one of these 

community conversations:

October 21st: Memorial Parkway JH Commons  

October 27th:  Morton Ranch JH Commons

October 29th : Cinco Ranch JH Commons        

Each session begins at 7:00 p.m.



4 X 4 Graduation Plans



4x4 Graduation Plans

Å 26 Credits required for graduation for the 

Recommended High School Program and the 

Distinguished Achievement Program

Å Students must successfully complete 4 courses 

in each subject of the foundation curriculum.

Å Effective for students entering grade 9 in 2007 

(current sophomores) and beyond



26 Credit Graduation Plans
Recommended High School 

Graduation Program

Å 26 Credits

Å 2 years Languages other 

than English (same 

language)

Å Biology

Å 2 courses from IPC, 

Chemistry or Physics

Å Fourth year of Science

Distinguished Achievement 
Graduation Program

Å 26 Credits

Å 3 years Languages other 
than English (same 
language)

Å Fourth year of Math must 
have Algebra II as a 
prerequisite

Å Biology

Å Chemistry and Physics

Å Fourth year of Scienceðlab 
based course

Å Four Advanced Measures



Distinguished Achievement Program 

Advanced Measures

Any combination of four advanced measures in addition to 
course requirementsé.

Å Score of three or above on an AP exam

Å Score on the PSAT that qualifies the student for 
recognition as a Commended Scholar or higher--(score 
determined from junior year administration)
Â OCTOBER 15, 2008ðINFORMATION AVAILABLE AT EACH 

HIGH SCHOOL CAMPUS

Å College courses with a grade of 3.0 or higher 



English Language Arts and Reading

RHSP and DAP

Grade Course

6 English 6 Pre-AP/ GT and Reading Pre-AP/GT

7 English 7 Pre-AP/GT

8 English 8 Pre-AP/GT

9 English I Pre-AP/GT

10 English II Pre-AP/GT

11 AP English Language and Composition GT

12 AP English Literature and Composition GT



Social Studies

RHSP and DAP

Grade Course

6 Social Studies 6 Pre-AP/GT

7 Social Studies 7 Pre-AP/GT

8 Social Studies 8 Pre-AP/GT

9 World Geography Pre-AP/GT

10 World History  Pre-AP/GT

11 AP US History GT

12 AP US Government GT/AP Macroeconomics GT



Mathematics

Distinguished Achievement Program

Grade Course Notes

6 Mathematics 6 Pre-AP/GT

7 Mathematics 7 Pre-AP/GT

8 Algebra I GT   (1)

9 Geometry Pre-AP/GT  (2)

10 Algebra II Pre-AP/GT  (3)

11 Pre-Calculus Pre-AP/GT  (4) Approved mathematics course 

for which Algebra II is a 

prerequisite
12 AP Calculus BC/GT

Additional Math Options:

AP Statistics GT

AP Calculus AB



Science 

Distinguished Achievement Program

Grade Course

6 Science 6 Pre-AP/GT

7 Science 7 Pre-AP/GT

8 Science 8 Pre-AP/GT

9 Biology Pre-AP/GT

10 Chemistry Pre-AP/GT

11 Physics Pre-AP/GT

12 AP Biology GT, AP Physics GT, AP 

Chemistry GT, AP Environmental Science

Must be a laboratory 

based course



Uniform GPA Calculation

(UGPAC)

Currently being considered by the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board (authorized by the Texas Legislature)

Information provided in this segment of this presentation is 
current as of 9/29/08. New information may be available via 
the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board website at 

http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/reports/pdf/1617.pdf

http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/reports/pdf/1617.pdf


Send your comments about this issue to:

Natalie Coffey

Senior Program Director of the Texas Higher 

Education Coordinating Board

P. O. Box 12788

Austin, Texas 78711



Background

HB 3851 passed by the 80th Texas 

Legislature requires the Texas 

Higher Education Coordinating Board 

(THECB) to create a standard method 

of determining high school student 

grade point averages (GPA) for 

admission to a Texas public 

university.



Clarifications by 

Texas Attorney General

ÅStandard GPA must be used by 

school districts for the purposes of 

public university admissions.

ÅTHECB has the latitude to implement 

in a manner that does not 

retroactively impact students already 

in high school.



Implementation Date

ÅNo sooner than with the incoming high school 

freshman class of 2009.

ÅCurrent high school students (9-12th grade) will 

not be affected by the implementation.



THECB Proposal 

Under Consideration

(4) All academic courses included in Chapters 
110-114 of [the TEKS] shall be used in 
calculating the UGPA regardless of when the 
course was taken.

Chapter 110ðLanguage Arts (English)

Chapter 111--Mathematics

Chapter 112--Science

Chapter 113ðSocial Studies

Chapter 114ðLanguages Other than English



TEKS, CHAPTERS 110-114

Chapters do not 

include:

ÂEconomics

ÂFine Arts

ÂPhysical Education

ÂComputer Science

ÂCTE courses


